Imaging the neonatal mandible for accurate distraction osteogenesis.
The position of mandibular teeth is difficult to document in the neonatal patient. Panorex images are difficult to obtain in an uncooperative pediatric patient. The new technique presented by the authors uses computed tomographic data to create a curved, reformatted image of the mandible, and generates an image similar to a panorex image. This curved, reformatted mandibular image provides accurate visualization of the mandible and mandibular teeth. This technique allows for precise pin placement and osteotomy in distraction osteogenesis.